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Leaf: Alternate, simple, oblong to lanceolate, fine rounded gland-tipped serrations, 1 1/2 to 3 inches long, shiny 
dark green above, dull and lighter beneath.  
Flower: Small (1/3 inch), 5 white petals, reddish orange anthers, appear in clumps in early spring or late winter 
before the leaves.  
Fruit: Drupe, bright yellow to red, round to oval, 1/3 to 3/4 inch in diameter, flesh juicy, ripening in late summer.  
Twig: Slender, bright reddish brown, exfoliating grayish film, buds are small and reddish with loose scales, often 
with clusters of f lower buds, leaf scars raised, may have thorny spurs.  
Bark: Initially smooth reddish with numerous elongated light lenticels, later developing cracks and splits and 
becoming rough scaly and shallowly furrowed.  
Form: A small shrubby tree, reaching heights of 20 feet, often found in dense thickets.  
 

Chickasaw plum – Prunus angustifolia 
 
Description: Chickasaw Plum is a multi-stemmed tree that is valued by animals, birds and 
humans for itsÕ fruits that starts as white f lowers in late winter or early spring (before the leaves 
appear), and then appears as red and ultimately yellow fruits.  This shrubby tree is used as a 
hedge or barrier, in landscape plantings, as an understory or for wildlife plantings. 

Site requirements: 
Chickasaw Plum is easily grown and has no special cultural requirements.  It tolerates drought, sandy and clay 
soils.  It does not tolerate high pH soils.  These trees grow quickly, but have a relatively short life.  
Zone 5-8 
 
Native Range:  5-8 
AL, AR, CA, CO, DC, FL, GA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MD, MO, MS, NC, NE, NJ, NM, OK, PA, SC, TN, TX, VA, 
WV 


